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it looked queer. This picture still seems as good as I first thought
it was. What's the difference between a lot of Post Impression-
ism and Turner's " Interior at Petworth", a picture I never
remarked before, but one of the finest pieces of rich colour in the
world ? Very little difference in method of seeing and treatment.
Note the dinginess and dirtiness of Turner's paint-box in a glass
case. Inconceivable almost that those pictures came out of it.
Tuesday, October i$th.
To-day I began a new novel—the serial for Harpers.1 Since April
I have written naught but 4 articles—two for Harpers and two
for the Strand. I did practically nothing in London and in
Brighton. We shall probably be here until we go to our new-
old house—Comarques, Thorpe-le-Soken—at the end of next
January. In the meantime I have made a lot of notes which
are being typewritten daily by a succession of secretaries. I
began secretaries again in May, and am already at my third.
October 2ist,
Romano's. This restaurant is quite different at lunch from
dinner. Groups of theatrical people entering; mutually known,
a few actresses, pretty and vapid. On the whole the most
ingenuous crowd of people to be seen in any restaurant in London.
Waiting bad. Tables too close together as usual.
F. H.a told me more fully than ever before the story of Oscar
and " Mr. and Mrs. Daventry ". He said he gave Oscar £50 for
the screen scene and £50 for the whole scenario. He never got
the scenario, though he paid for it. Oscar was to have written
the first act. Mrs. Pat insisted on F. H. writing the first act.
F. H. refused as it had been allotted to Oscar. Then Oscar
refused. So F. H. did it. F. H. then found out that Oscar
had sold the screen scene and the scenario to Leonard Smrfchers-,
and the latter showed him the whole MS. of scenario signed by
Oscar. F. H., after saying to Smithers that he didn't want the
scenario and that in any case he owed him nothing, promised
£50 in any case and £100 if play succeeded well. He said he
hadn't a cent at that time. Smithers got the money from F. H.
in tens and twenties. F. H. gradually found out that Oscar
had sold the screen scene and scenario to eleven different people.
1" The Price of Love."
*Frank Harris's " Mr. and Mrs. Daventry" was produced at the
Royalty Theatre in October, 1900.
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